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The last word, and the most beautiful; spoken with deep pathos as an
aside; about the disciples rather than to them, though heard by them.
“Whosoever shall do the smallest service, were it but to give a drink to
one of these little ones…I declare solemnly even he shall without fail
have his appropriate reward.”
- Expositor’s Greek Testament, 19th cent.

July 2, 2017
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
We make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world (Matthew 28).
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Order of Worship for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost
*Hymn

(UMH) - The United Methodist Hymnal
(TFWS) - The Faith We Sing

God of the Ages

UMH 698

*Dismissal with Blessing

* Please stand, as able.

*Parting Music

Gathering
Opening Words
Music

NURTURE

Call to Worship

caring for one another, for our space, and for our growth as disciples
{Inward}

Words of Welcome
*Hymn

This is My Song 1-2

UMH 437

Prayer
Interlude

Deb Saidel, flute

Proclamation and Response
First Reading
*Gospel Lesson

Psalm 13

UMH 746

Matthew 10:40-42

*Hymn

Blest Are They

Sermon

“What Is That to Me?”

TFWS 2155
Rev. Rachel G. May

Thanksgiving and Communion

WE ARE PRAYING for Ben Hamrick, the family of Yolanda Williams, Rusty
Moellencamp, Mary Anderson and her new to the family son, the friends and
family of David McConnell, Colleen Bouldin, Kimberly Gwynn, Merle and
Laurie. Wish to add or restore a name? Say so via the offering plate or the
church’s e-mail address.
OUR NURSERY is not staffed. However, the door to "Noah's Ark" is an open
one. This space is on the first floor. Please feel free to exit and return at any
point during this morning's service. We welcome infants and young children in
the sanctuary. With them, we are more complete.
A LOOK AT LIFE TOGETHER in numbers.
June 1 - 24

Ministry Costs
$11,716

Your Gifts
$5,769

Invitation
The Peace

We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise

The service continues with The Great Thanksgiving. Jesus, our host, invites everybody
to Supper. You may offer tithes or gifts as you come forward to partake.

Communion Song

Prayer
Sending Forth

OUTREACH

participating in ministries of compassion, justice, and advocacy
{Outward}
WE REST until our next mission focus, the details of which will be included in
the July 9 bulletin. With ideas for future outreaching endeavors or to offer
yourself as a leader for a particular effort, speak with Rachel

.

Crossing Boulevard
with Rev. Rachel

42

TO ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES

Matthew 10

Jesus is not talking about children. The little ones are adult missionaries. Jesus
calls them little not to belittle but rather to convey what they all know to be the
case. In the eyes of others, they will be of no great significance.
The little ones are little because they have handed over the means by which they
might loom large. They are vulnerable—vulnerable because part of the mission
as Jesus describes it earlier on in Chapter 10 is to live like Jesus, as though
nothing, save one’s relationship with God, is to be defended at all costs.
I wonder where it would take me if I more consciously incorporated “little one”
my sense of identity and purpose. That wondering leads me to ask: Is it or is it
not already a part of how I view the becoming of a disciple?
Says one spiritual leader:
“A DISCIPLE is a person who
experiences the forgiveness and acceptance of God,
follows the life and teachings of Jesus Christ,
demonstrates the fruit of the Spirit,
AND WHO
shares in the life and witness of a community of disciples,
including Baptism and the Lord’s Supper,
serves in some form of ministry every day,
participates in God’s suffering and transformation of the world,
anticipates a future life in the presence of God,
AND WHO THEREBY
yearns to lead others to become disciples (M. Coyner).”
Bishop Sharma Lewis of Virginia recently put it this way: A disciple of Jesus is a
lifelong learner who influences others to serve.
As for how those descriptions would make you or me a little one: I think it rides
on how much of our selves we give to that way of life. Jesus asked the twelve to
wage it all and the one who does that, well, she will never be the next big thing
nor big and bad on the world stage. Little One Rachel May: Allow me this spell
of Wonder Woman delight—I just saw the film—and then I’ll try it on for size.

Matthew 10:40-42
st

A New New Testament: A Bible for the 21 Century Combining Traditional and Newly
Discovered Texts, Ed., Hal Taussig.

Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me; and anyone who welcomes
me is welcoming the one who sent me. The person who welcomes a
prophet, because he is a prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward; and
anyone who welcomes a good person, because she is a good person, will
receive a good person’s reward. And, if anyone gives so much as a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones because she is my follower, I tell you
that she will assuredly not lose her reward.”

